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Shelter Tas supports swift action to protect tenants 
Wednesday 25 March 2020 

Shelter Tas is the peak body for housing and homelessness in Tasmania. 

Shelter Tas welcomes the recently announced initiatives from the Tasmanian Government, intended 
to support renters at risk of eviction due to rental arrears and limiting third party access to tenants’ 
homes to protect against virus transmission.  

“In a time of crisis, a secure home is paramount for all,” Shelter Tas CEO, Pattie Chugg said.   

Housing has become the frontline defence against COVID-19, and Shelter Tas has concerns for all 
Tasmanians facing the risk of homelessness due to financial hardship resulting from inability to pay 
rent in these terrifying times.  

“We know that immediate action is needed to protect the many thousands of Tasmanians who face 
dire housing costs due to sudden loss of employment,” Ms Chugg said.   

In Tasmania, there are over 40,000 households who are renting in the private rental market. Private 
renters face the highest risk of losing their housing security, given the precarious condition of 
people’s income.   

“As the impact of COVID-19 escalates, Shelter Tas welcomes this targeted support for people who 
are renting and facing the risk of eviction due to inability to pay,” Ms Chugg said.  

In this rapidly changing environment, there is a need to monitor the impacts of this legislation to 
ensure there are no unintended consequences. For example, there may be a need to bolster the 
resources of the Residential Tenancy Commissioner, and to ensure that freeing up rental 
negotiations between landlords and tenants does not lead to increases in rent or disadvantages to 
tenants. 

“Ultimately, support for renting households is an investment in community wellbeing and health. 
Successful management of the COVID-19 emergency depends on everyone having a safe and secure 
home, where they can self-isolate if needed, to protect both individual and community health.  

“Preventative measures are needed now to avoid evictions, reduce the risk of virus transmission in 
overcrowded dwellings, limit avoidable stress on homelessness services and renting families, and 
prevent homelessness,” Ms Chugg said.  

For more information and comment, contact:  
Pattie Chugg    E:  ceo@sheltertas.org.au  
Shelter Tas CEO   M: 0419 536 100 
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